
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 13440, of  Leigh Hantho, p u r s u a n t  t o  Paragraph 8207.11 
o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a  v a r i a n c e  from t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  
a l l o w i n g  an open p a r k i n g  space  w i t h i n  t e n  f e e t  of t h e  w a l l  o f  a 
m u l t i p l e  d w e l l i n g  c o n t a i n i n g  openings  des igned  t o  p r o v i d e  l i g h t  o r  
v e n t i l a t i o n  (Paragraph  7205.22) i n  an R-5-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p remises  
1755 W i l l a r d  S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  (Square  151,  L o t  2 0 3 ) .  

HEARING DATE: February  1 8  and March 4 ,  1981 
DECISION DATE: A p r i l  1, 1981 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  schedu led  f o r  t h e  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o f  February  1 8 ,  1981. The owner of t h e  s u b j e c t  
p remises  w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  and t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  p r e s e n t  had no l e t t e r  
from t h e  owners t o  p r o c e s s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The c a s e  w a s  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  March 4 ,  1981. 

2. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  W i l l a r d  
S t r e e t  between 1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h  S t r e e t s ,  N . W .  and i s  known a s  p remises  
1755 W i l l a r d  S t r e e t ,  N . W .  I t  i s  i n  an R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  

3. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  20.27 f e e t  wide and 58.75 f e e t  deep and 
i s  improved w i t h  a  two s t o r y  w i t h  basement row s t r u c t u r e .  There  i s  a  
p a r t i a l  l o f t  s p a c e  t h a t  f a c e s  on W i l l a r d  S t r e e t .  A C e r t i f i c a t e  of  
Occupancy w a s  i s s u e d  on May 8 ,  1957 f o r  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  
as a two f a m i l y  f l a t ,  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t o  u s e  t h e  basement ,  f i r s t  and second 
f l o o r s  of t h e  s u b j e c t  p remises  a s  an apar tment  house o f  f o u r  u n i t s .  
The R-5-B D i s t r i c t  is  t h e  p r o p e r  zone f o r  t h e  proposed u s e .  The 
a p p l i c a n t  can  p r o v i d e  t h e  r e q u i r e d  one o n - s i t e  p a r k i n g  s p a c e  measuring 
n i n e  by n i n e t e e n  f e e t ,  b u t  t h e  s p a c e  would be  w i t h i n  t e n  f e e t  of  t h e  
s u b j e c t  s t r u c t u r e  which c o n t a i n s  r e a r  windows. 

5 .  There i s  a p u b l i c  a l l e y  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  t h a t  
measures 10.25 f e e t .  The r e a r  y a r d  dep th  of  t h e  s i t e  measures 16 .75 
f e e t .  The a p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t o  create one p a r k i n g  s p a c e  i n  t h e  r e a r  
y a r d  t h a t  w i l l  be  p l a c e d  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  a l l e y .  The s u b j e c t  W i l l a r d  
S t r e e t  r u n s  one b lock  l o n g  and t r a f f i c  i s  one-way. The a p p l i c a n t  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  p a r k i n g  s p a c e  on the s t r e e t  i s  a t  a premium. The a p p l i -  
c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he can come o f f  t h e  a l l e y  t o  t h e  proposed park-  
i n g  s p a c e .  
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6 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  owned by a  g e n e r a l  p a r t n e r s h i p .  
Three o f  t h e  p a r t n e r s  w i l l  each  occupy one u n i t .  The f o u r t h  u n i t  
w i l l  be  r e n t e d  o r  s o l d .  The Board n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  was 
l i s t e d  i n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  owner ' s  name and r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
submit  a u t h o r i t y  from t h e  o t h e r  p a r t n e r s  f o r  M r .  Hantho t o  r e p r e s e n t  
them. Such e v i d e n c e  was s u b m i t t e d .  

7. Advisory Neighborhood Commission - 1 C  made no recomrnenda- 
t i o n  on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

8 .  There  was one l e t t e r  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  on 
t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  s i t e  proposed f o r  t h e  p a r k i n g  space  does  n o t  

a l l o w  f o r  m a n e u v e r b i l i t y  o f  a  c a r .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based on t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
i s  s e e k i n g  a n  a r e a  v a r i a n c e ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  which r e q u i r e s  proof  
o f  a  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  The 
Board c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e  r e a r  ya rd  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  s i t e  has  no s i d e  y a r d s  c r e a t e s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y .  The 
Board f u r t h e r  n o t e s  t h e  l a c k  o f  p a r k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  on t h e  s t ree t .  
The Board i s  a l s o  aware t h a t  s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
w i l l  be  occup ied  by owners who w i l l  be aware of  t h e  p a r k i n g  d i f f i c u l t y .  
The Board f u r t h e r  concludes  t h a t  t h e  r e l i e f  can be g r a n t e d  w i t h o u t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
i m p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose  and i n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  zone p l a n .  
Accordingly ,  it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED. 

VOTE: 4-0 (Wal te r  B.  Lewis,  Wil l iam F. McIntosh and Connie For tune  
t o  GRANT; Douglas J .  P a t t o n  t o  GRANT by PROXY; C h a r l e s  
R. Nor r i s  n o t  v o t i n g ,  n o t  hav ing  h e a r d  t h e  c a s e )  . 

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: h E .  k 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 6 JUL 1981 
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UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION OR 
ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING 
BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES O F  PRACTICE AND 
PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 

T H I S  ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A  PERIOD O F  S I X  MONTHS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLICATION FOR A  BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE O F  OCCUPANCY I S  
F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES,  INVESTIGATIONS,  AND INSPECTIONS.  


